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Hi Dave,

I think it would be very interesting for you to see the effect of various treatments you make, 
under a binocular microscope. A strong lens may be ok but a binocular microscope will reveal 
firstly how difficult the simple physical removal of this pest by tweezers is, then secondly how 
your pest is reacting to the chemical.

You could evaluate any 'non-conventional' treatments to see if they work.

I have been spending quite some time recently looking at the effect of different chemcials on 
mealy bug. Under a binocular microscope you can see the effect from single drop to light 
sprays.

Quite a few chemicals I use, I have been alarmed to observe do not kill them. You can 
determine how each mix and concentration works with your specific infestations. It can be 
specific to your 'greenhouse population'. 

I have settled back on 9g/l thiocloprid (Provado Vine Weevil Killer2, Bayer) 
at 30ml/l. I apply it as a spray, and not as a soil drench. I found at half strength concentrations, 
it did not kill my mealy bug. I was only looking at contact death, not possible long term 
systemic. 

Binocular microscopes are widely available on auctions sites and from a range of school and 
laboratory suppliers.

They are also perfect for helping with removing glochids and echinopsis spines. They are a 
very good investment.

Hope this helps
LeeAlan

Sorry if the German translation needs correcting!

1https://www.hybridenforum.de/fw5/forum/index.php?thread/1237-mealybug/&postID=10247#post10247
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